20 THE HONORABLE, THH BOAND OF SUPHRVISORS OF

lataltdatinh 4 R} TIATRTY I TG .
. COUSTY 0F JEPPLRSON:

Je, the Commiscsioners of Xlections of the County of Jefferson,
herewith submit our snnusi repert for the yesar 1517, pursuant to
Seetion 192 of the Eleciion Law.

Special leg si 2tion enscted last spring*underﬂﬁhéqh the
soldiere and sailors in the servieé df the United stat ee’were permitted
to vote, and making provision Tor the canvageing of such vote has
Belayed the compilation of the officisal uanvaes of the county, and st
this date the election of a nunber of town ani ward officere ig ia |
doubt and will be until such voie is countad. Zecausge of the delay
in receiving this vote =nd under an opinion of the attorney-general,
regardliess of how large a majority‘any candidate may have hadn, ﬁe have

been restrained from issuing any determinations of elebﬁxon, and for
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impogsible for the town clerks and Sown
superintendents of iighways to gualify.  We understand that in some
instances the town superintendente have taken the necessary oath of
office and have entered upon their ﬂuiiee. Under the ruling of the
attérney-general, it would zeem 10 us se though they were aéﬁing
illegally, for the law specif ieally tates that ne town 0“:icer elected

can qualify until he has received a certificate o2 election, and that no

st

such certificate can be issued until =211 of the votes are counted. The
28t cession of the legislsture made many amendmente to the Zlection Law,

which we have followed in every partieular, and these amendments have

placed additional dutiee and respongibilities on us &nd on our clerk.

S"?

That the responsgibilities, which have come during the onresent
year are ag nothing compared with those which we muet meet and which
Tour town bomrd and the Common Council of the City of Jatertown must

% the coming year. By a large majority the right of suffrage was
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given to women and at the next snnusl elec tion, they will be permitted
to vote, In a1l probability, it will be necescary to increase the
nuaber of election districts in Jeflerson County te about double

£

the number siresdy in existence. There

o]

re in the county, outside
£ the City of Watertown sixty-eight (68) ﬂiﬁtr ctes and the city
has twenty-three {(23). v The Hiection Law provides that the aumberA
of voters in sny district shall not exceed three hundred snd Tifty
{350) . In some dietricte there has been more than that number- of
voters, but the towﬁ board, sg well as our office, have keovt a close
waich on the situa ion and no trouble has bheen exuerlenced in voting
51l those who desired to avail themeelves of the opportunity.
©his year we have adopted a oolicy of gconomy such ag has

never been known in éonﬂeeﬁionzwith.the furnicshing of the elecction
stationery and supplies. Ve ha%e felt 1t necessary fto do so becsuse

£ the great incresce in %he cost of gupplies and also to et in

now being practiced by all

o

eening with ithe general scheme of sconomy
tre eitizens. Cur clerk at a congideradble sacrifice of tinme

and energy paiched and repaired several articlss Tfor use again *his
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year. “he large paste board tubes, which had previously eontalned

he tally shects and had been filed in the past with the city and

towmn clerks wefe called in and this year were uced again. Ve a&vised
the secretary 0'.Ft&ue that we could uge fhe heoks and pamphlets,
‘which he zent a year ago, and by & litfle alteration saved the state
an exneaeé of m&ﬁy dollars. This year all our étaticnery and supplies
were purchesed uunler competitive bidding, which had never before been
practicéd. 4%t 21l times, we have tried to save the county every

enny 68s sexRTESe 708°1519 + And we might add that in sending out-

notices of eLeetlon ete., we have saved a number of Gollars to the
county by using our friende and by using our own automobiles without

charge. Our clerk has aided us materially in bringing about this

gyetem of econony.



ﬂ\ \ ,(7) \

sre taking in our office and in the election work, that we are
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t‘he have no recommendstions to meke at this time, but

hat after the 9reseﬁt election districts are sub~divided
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{0 teke-scare of the large sneresse ia vote, due to the enfranchisement
""\

of +he women, bthat 1% will be necessary for ue 1o meke suggestions

and recommendations atl some quarterly session of your board. Thece
recon endnbtions and regquests we will notd make until we find it

ahsolutely necessaly.

that the work in our office is imménse

at certaln times of the year, particularly befcre the primaries

and befare the electidn when the town btickete are béing nrevnared,
canvese etec., are DGlﬂE made up, and it 1s
necesgary Lo have aﬁdiﬁional nelp, 1o charge was made to the county,
the commissioners pergonally taking carse of any expense incurred.

In order to do all of the work sbout election iine, the commiggioners
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snd the clerk worked nighte and sundays, had some of the work done
in *their families ané no reference has heretofore been made to
working over time, as we Lave krnown definite hours in our,omfzce.

The commissioners desire to pergcnally thank the SUpCIVISOTS,

- the town clerks for numerons gerviceg rendered them.  We halieve

rrough the interests thet these officials and the tax payers generally
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snetilling ianto the minds of the inspectors of slections the necessity
of ueing more care in the prenaration of their returns, as the
returns this year showed, but there 1s s%ill more moom for improvement.

o sk vou to centinue rendering us euch assistance asg pogeible.

Eespectfully ,oar
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Commisgioners of Hisciions,

Jef7erson Countye




